
Case Study: The Karkin Conflict
The fictional country of Eastlandia, facing a prolonged conflict with its neighbor
Westlandia, decided to deploy AI drones with advanced target identification capabilities
in an operation named “Operation Karkin.” The primary objective was to eliminate a key
military base inWestlandia, which was believed to be the hub for orchestrating attacks
against Eastlandia. The drones successfully destroyed the military base with minimal
collateral damage. However, the operation also inadvertently led to the destruction of a
nearby shelter, resulting in significant civilian casualties.

Outcome: The operation was amilitary success, significantly reducingWestlandia's
capabilities and leading to a swift end to the conflict. The civilian deaths sparked
international outrage and a heated debate on the ethical use of AI in warfare.
Investigations revealed that a glitch in the AI's programming failed to identify the civilian
shelter as a non-combat zone. Public opinion on the outcome was split.

Support for AI Drones:Proponents argued that the AI drones played a crucial role in
ending the conflict quickly, potentially saving thousands of lives in a prolonged war. Many
in Eastlandia praised the technology for keeping their soldiers safe from direct combat.

Opposition to AI Drones: Critics raised ethical andmoral concerns about the
implications of allowing AI to make life-and-death decisions, emphasizing the tragedy of
civilian casualties. There was a strong push for international laws to regulate the use of AI
in warfare, citing the need for accountability and transparency.

Additional Repercussions: The glitch that led to civilian deaths fueled skepticism about
the reliability and readiness of AI technology in high-stakes scenarios. Some feared that
reliance on AI in warfare would lead to a depersonalization of conflict, making the
decision to go to war easier and potentially more frequent. The incident also strained
diplomatic relations between Eastlandia, Westlandia, and other nations, with calls for
reparations and justice for the civilian victims.

Conclusion: The Karkin Conflict became a pivotal case study in military strategy,
international law, and ethical discussions surrounding AI in warfare. It highlighted the
need for balancing technological advancement with ethical considerations and the
importance of international cooperation in regulating emerging technologies in warfare.

Questions
● Do you think the use of AI drones savedmore lives than it cost?Why or why not?
● Do you think existing international laws are su�cient to address the use of AI in

warfare?


