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Case Study: A Deepfake Dilemma

Introduction: This case study explores the impact of deepfake technology on public
trust and media integrity. It centers around a local news website that unknowingly
publishes a deepfake video of the mayor's speech.

Scenario: In a small yet politically active community, a local news website releases a
video depicting the mayor giving a highly controversial speech, which includes some
incendiary remarks and policy proposals. The authenticity of the video rapidly becomes a
topic of heated debate among the public. The mayor vehemently denies making such a
speech, claiming the video is a fabrication. An investigation is launched, which later
confirms that the video is indeed a deepfake, a sophisticated Al-generated falsification.

Community Reaction: The community is sharply divided in its response to the incident.
Some residents are quick to believe the mayor's denial, citing his previous track record
and character, while others view the video as credible, leading to a surge in mistrust
towards the mayor. Some people saw the video but not the response, and fully believe
the mayor should be kicked out of office. The revelation that the video is a deepfake only
adds to the confusion, with a segment of the population questioning the ability to discern
truth in the digital age. Social media platforms become battlegrounds for debates on the
implications of Al in media and the erosion of public trust.

The Debate: Opinions vary widely among community members and experts. Some
argue that the news organization should be held accountable for not verifying the
authenticity of the video before its release, highlighting the need for stricter standards in
journalism. Others focus on the dangers posed by deepfake technology, calling for
regulations to manage its use. Meanwhile, a few advocate for greater public education on
digital literacy to combat the spread of such deceptive content.

Conclusion: The news organization behind the release asserts that they were not aware
of the video's fabricated nature at the time of publication. The case culminates in the
news organization issuing a public apology and implementing stricter verification
processes for content. It sparks a broader discussion on ethical journalism and the need
for awareness and regulations surrounding deepfake technology.

Questions
e How did the release of the deepfake video affect the public’s trust of both the

mayor and the local news organization? What could be long-term consequences
of this video?

e Would you support government regulation of news and social media content for
the purpose of preventing deepfakes from tricking people?



